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2026  
HANDY FESTIVAL 

CONTINUES!

The Music Preservation Society Inc. 2026  

W.C. Handy Music Festival was supported through  

funding provided by The One Louder Foundation  

Board and the Muscle Shoals National Heritage Area.

HANDY MUSICAL NIGHTS 
7:30-10 pm            Swampers Bar & Grill, 800 Cox Creek 
                            Parkway, Florence – Tosha Hill Band

 MONDAY, JULY 27  
 
HANDY HAPPY HOURS 
5-7 pm                  Swampers Bar & Grill, 800 Cox Creek 
                            Parkway, Florence – Andy English 

 
HANDY MUSICAL NIGHTS 
7:30-10 pm              Swampers Bar & Grill, 800 Cox Creek 
                            Parkway, Florence – Ty Moore & John Brake 

 
 SATURDAY, AUGUST 1  
 
BACK TO SCHOOL BASH  
9 am- 4 pm              Ryan’s Barbershop,  
                            201 South Atlanta Avenue, Sheffield 

Featuring:                 Free Haircut Vouchers, Free Books, Free 
                                 backpacks filled with supplies for Sheffield City 
                                 School Students! 
Kids:                         Enjoy A Waterslide and Games for the Whole 
                                 Family! Kids 6 and under must be accompanied 
                                 by an adult. 
Parents:                    Step with Joyous Line Dancers and Enjoy Chair 
                                 Massages by LaShea’s Place 
Cost:                        Completely free of charge! 
Info:                          Call 256-349-3628 
Sponsored by:         Councilwoman Constance Finch  •  
                                 City of Sheffield • Joyous Line Dancers  
                                 Double D. Entertainment 



• 28 •



• 29 •

GENERAL SPONSORS 
One Louder Foundation • Muscle Shoals National Heritage Area 

Hadrian • Colbert County Commission 
Lauderdale County Commission • State Representative Kerry Underwood 

Essity • City of Florence • City of Sheffield • City of Tuscumbia 
City of Muscle Shoals • Town of Leighton 

Sheffield Redevelopment Authority • Sheffield Utilities  
Renaissance Shoals Hotel & Spa 

Alabama Department of Tourism & Travel 
Florence-Lauderdale Tourism  • Colbert County Tourism 

 University of North Alabama 
Long Lewis Ford of the Shoals Rental Department 

Printers & Stationers, Inc. • Kennedy-Douglass Center for the Arts 
 

SPECIAL OUTREACH PROGRAMS 

N HARMONY WITH NATURE is made possible by grants and support 
from Florence Recycling • Keep the Shoals Beautiful 

Music Preservation Society, Inc.  
Shuttle Services made possible by support from the  

Northwest Alabama Council of Local Governments 

 HANDY FESTIVAL MARKETING   
 

2026 Design winner:  Daniel Nichols 
 Posters sponsored and printed by:  Printers & Stationers, Inc.   

MUSIC PRESERVATION SOCIETY, INC.  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND TEAM   

Rod Sheppard, President 
Lloyd Jones, President Elect 

Wayne Chaney, Vice President 
Alison Stanfield, Secretary 

Felice Green, Treasurer 
Sherry Crosslin, Board Member 

Rodney Hall, Board Member 
Tera Kirkman, Board Member 
Gwen Woods, Board Member 
Jordan Branch, Webmaster 

Vickie Atwood Romine, Hotel Coordinator 
Tori Bailey, Executive Director and Festival Chair 

THANKS TO THESE  
SPECIAL PARTNERS!
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MICROWAVE DAVE 
FOUNDATION 

  
The Music Preservation Society Inc. has partnered with 
the Microwave Dave Foundation.  We will miss our friend, 
and know that his spirit will continue to live on in the 
music and in those he has inspired.  Jazz It Up Wth Trash 
will not be the same, but will continue.  He would have 
wanted it that way.  The following is a statement from the 
Foundation established in his honor. 
 
For more than 40 years, Microwave Dave Gallaher shared 
his love of music with communities across North 
Alabama. He believed everyone should have the 
opportunity to experience the joy and connection that 
music can bring. In 2015, a group of Dave's friends 
formed the Microwave Dave Music Education Foundation 
to build on his life's work by expanding access to music 
education through live classroom performances, student 
scholarships, and other opportunities for young people 
throughout our community. Microwave Dave passed 
away in February 2026, but his legacy lives on in every 
student inspired to pick up an instrument, share a song, 
or discover a lifelong love of music. If you'd like to help 
carry Dave's legacy forward, scan the QR code below to 
support the Microwave Dave Music Education 
Foundation.



ACCOMMODATIONS
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When you make hotel reservations for this year’s W.C. Handy Festival, please book 
rooms with our Housing Partners because they support the Handy Festival!

RENAISSANCE SHOALS RESORT & SPA 
10 Hightower Place • Florence, AL  35630  
Phone:  256-246-3600 • RenShoals.com 

 
 
 

HAMPTON INN FLORENCE - DOWNTOWN 
505 S. Court St. • Florence, AL 35630 

Phone:  256-767-8282 
FlorenceDowntownSuites.HamptonInn.com 

 
SPARK HOTEL BY HILTON 

712 Highway 72 West • Tuscumbia, AL  35674 
Phone: 877-5GoSpark 

 
HAMPTON INN FLORENCE - MIDTOWN 

2281 Florence Blvd. • Florence, AL 35630 
Reservations: (256) 764-8888 • Hampton.com 

 
RESIDENCE INN  BY MARRIOTT 

1000 Sweetwater Ave • Florence, AL  35630 • Phone:  256-
764-9966 

ResidenceInn.com/MSLRI 
 

THE STRICKLIN 
317 North Court St. • Florence, AL  35630 
Phone:  256-248-9982 • TheStricklin.com 

reservations@thestricklin.com



Colbert County Commission

Lauderdale County Commission

Alabama Bureau of Tourism & Travel

One Louder Foundation


